Vietnamese potbellied pigs have become increasingly popand 3 sows, which were shipped into Texas in 1988 and had ular as pets since their introduction to North America in originated in China. The third and fourth US imports came 1%. Because of the limited time that these animals have from England and Scandinavian countries and were shipped been in the United States, not much is known about their into Indiana and Texas in 1988-1989 1 (B. Braun, President, susceptibility to naturally occurring diseases of commercial North American Potbellied Pig Association, personal comswine. This report documents necropsy findings from 33 cases munication). These imports are the base stock for most of submitted to the University of Missouri Veterinary Medical the potbellied pigs in the US. Diagnostic Laboratory (UMVMDL).
From June 1989 through May 1991, 33 necropsy acces-The first Vietnamese potbellied pigs introduced into North sions of Vietnamese potbellied pigs totalling 43 animals were America, 4 boars and 16 sows, went to Canada. The initial seen at the UMVMDL. These pigs ranged in age from fetal US imports came from this Canadian stock in 1986. The to 2 years. A variety of infectious and noninfectious diseases first group imported directly into the US consisted of 1 boar were diagnosed in these animals. Etiologic agents identified were similar to those observed in commercial swine opera-From the Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, University tions during a similar time period. Multiple diagnoses were of Missouri-Columbia, PO Box 6023, Columbia, MO 65205. made in many cases; 9 accessions had 2 diagnoses, 3 acces- Enteric disease was diagnosed in 14 of 33 accessions (42.4%). Escherichia coli was cultured from 4 of 14, and Clostridium perfringens from 2 of 14. Fluorescent antibody test was positive for porcine rotavirus from 2 of 14 and positive for transmissible gastroenteritis from 1 of 14. Villus atrophy was seen histologically in 3 of 14 cases in which etiologic agents were not identified by laboratory tests. These results were similar to those enteric diseases of commercial pigs with the exception that enteric salmonellosis, swine dysentery, proliferative ileitis, and trichuriasis were not seen ( Fig. 1) . 3, 6 Respiratory disease was diagnosed in 10 of 33 accessions (30.3%). Pasteurella multocida was isolated from 3 of 10, and histologic lesions compatible with Mycoplasma sp. infection were seen in 2 of 10 cases. Three of those 10 animals each had additional histologic lesions of swine influenza, Actinomyces sp., or Streptococcus sp. No etiologic agents could be identified in 2 of 10 cases with pneumonia or pleuritis. These results were similar to those of commercial pigs, except that pneumonia associated with Salmonella choleraesuis, Actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae, and Bordetella bronchiseptica was not seen in potbellied pigs (Fig. 2) . 4, 5, 7 Other diseases seen in the 33 potbellied pigs but with less frequency were congenital anomalies, 4 (12%); atrophic rhinitis, 2 (6%); urinary tract disease, 2 (6%); exudative epidermitis, 2 (6%); reproductive disease, 2 (6%); iron depletion, 2 (6%); trauma, 2 (6%); septicemia, 2 (6%); candidiasis, 1 (3%); degenerative myopathy, 1 (3%); emaciation, 1 (3%); and meconium impaction, 1 (3%).
The diseases identified in these 33 necropsy accessions are generally analogous to the diseases seen in commercial swine at the same laboratory during a similar time period. Therapeutic and vaccination programs used in the commercial swine industry may be adaptable to use in Vietnamese potbellied pigs. The absence of some diseases or etiologic agents from the potbellied pigs may be due to the small sample size or to different management practices, particularly the lack of herd confinement after weaning. 2 
